JOINT OPEN LETTER
To:
The Honorable Nikhil Seth
Executive Director
United Nations Institute for Training and Research
Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva
Switzerland

Dear Mr. Seth,

It is with fremendous appreciation and respect for the work and mission of
UNITAR that we address this letter to you. We commend UNITAR for the crucial role it
plays in helping empower individuals, governments and organizations with
knowledge to overcome global challenges.

We write to you fo express our grave concern about the recently announced
partnership with Anheuser-Busch InBev, the world’s largest beer producer. This is an
incompatible partnership considering the track record of AB InBev as a company(1]
and the vast evidence-base on alcohol as a major risk factor in road fraffic
crashes[2].

With all due respect, we therefore, ask you to immediately end this partnership.

Like UNITAR, we are commifted to helping solve some of the world’s biggest
challenges. Like UNITAR we dedicate our work to help achieve the 2030 Agenda.
Like your esteemed organization, we support the creation of innovative partnerships
that unlock synergies and untapped potential to reach the Sustainable
Development Goals. Such partnerships are vital to address cross-cutting drivers and
determinants of ill-heath and poverty, to mobilize resources, and to galvanize truly
sustainable efforts across different sectors fo implement evidence-based solutions for
tfransformational change.

However, not all partnerships serve these ends. In fact, there is a growing body of
evidence[3] demonstrating the counter-productive effects of incompatible
partnerships[4]. Therefore, we respectfully point out the dangers inherent in
partnerships with the alcohol industry[5].

Alcohol and road safety

Partnering with the alcohol industry to promote road safety constitutes a
fundamental and grave conflict of interest.

Driving under the influence of alcohol (DUI) is a major risk factor for road traffic
injuries — the leading causes of death among 15-29 year olds globally[6]. Impairment
by alcohol is an important factor influencing both the risk of a collision and the
severity of the injuries that result from crashes[7].

Especially, but not exclusively, in low- and middle-income countries alcohol is a
major risk factor for road traffic crashes because of the lack of alcohol control
measures and strong drink-driving legislation with a general BAC limit and the
absence of enforcement of such policies[8]. As a result:



JOINT OPEN LETTER
To:
The Honorable Nikhil Seth
Executive Director
United Nations Institute for Training and Research
Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva
Switzerland

= 1in 4 road fatalities in the EU is alcohol related. In 2010 nearly 31,000 Europeans
were killed on the roads of which 25% of deaths were related to alcohol[?]

= Studies in low-income counftries have shown alcohol to be present in between 33%
and 69% of fatally injured drivers[10]

= In South Africa, alcohol was found to confribute to 61% of fatalities among
pedestrians[11]

Therefore, cost-effective and evidence-based measures to enhance road safety

include alcohol taxation and best buys policy measures, as well as Blood Alcohol

Concentration (BAC) limits of 0.05g/ml for the general motoring population and zero

BAC limits for more at-risk groups (e.g. novice and commercial drivers), sobriety

check-points, enforcement of random breath testing, combined with swiftness of

punishment (i.e. administrative license revocation)[12] and supporting public

awareness campaigns and alcohol ignition interlocks in vehicles[13].

Evidence shows that these measures are most often strongly opposed by the alcohol

industry. Moreover, the maijority of the alcohol industry’s actions to reduce driving

under the influence and improve road safety - including designated driver

programs, ride services and poorly designed media campaigns — lack evidence of

effectiveness or haven't been well-studied[14].

Unethical business practices

Alcohol is no ordinary product and the alcohol industry is no ordinary industry. It is in
fact manufacturing disease[15] and has accumulated so much financial and
political power that they can block, alter, and derail public policies that promote
public health, social justice and sustainable development when they jeopardize their
profit margins.

AB InBev, for example, has a long track record of unethical business practices. The
Lux Leaks, the Paradise Papers, and an ActionAlD report[16] all show that AB InBev
actively works to avoid paying appropriate taxation[17].

AB InBev is also tightly connected to the tobacco industry. American tobacco
company, Alfria, is a major shareholder.[18] Unethical marketing practices are
pervasive; exposing children and youth to alcohol marketing and sexualizing and
de-humanizing women through marketing is a widespread practice across brands
that AB InBev owns.

AB InBev and the alcohol industry in general have also been exposed for attacking
and distorting independent science. The tactics the alcohol industry uses to distort
science are dilution, distraction, concealment and manipulation[19].
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Apparent, multiple conflicts of interest

For its work, UNITAR relies on independent scientific evidence to provide the most
comprehensive and compelling high-quality learning experiences and related
products and services. However, evidence shows that the alcohol industry works to
undermine independent, high-quality science, for instance through suppressing
results or attacking scientists[20].

To advance road safety and achieve SDG 3.6, WHO best buy alcohol policy
measures, along with other effective drunk-driving measures, need to be
comprehensively implemented. However, evidence shows that the alcohol industry,
including AB InBev, is opposing and pre-empting such initiatives through their
corporate political activities and lobbying.

We are convinced that all these points are good reasons for UNITAR to stay away
from partnering with any alcohol industry actor. Given UNITAR’s mission and AB
InBev's froubled relationship with independent science and evidence-based alcohol
control measures, we believe there are apparent conflicts of intferest at work in this
partnership.

Respectful request for reconsideration

We are deeply concerned about this partnership and its implications for global
health and the sustainable development agenda. We are concerned about what
this partnerships will do to UNITAR's reputation, credibility and trustworthiness. We
therefore respectfully request that you end the partnership with AB InBev and that
UNITAR revises its partnership policies based on the lessons learned from this case.

We welcome discussion and remain at your disposal.

Yours sincerely,

Ms. Kristina Sperkova

International President Prof. Sally Casswell
IOGT International Chair

GAPA
José Luis Castro New Zealand
President and CEO
Vital Strategies Mr. David Ward
United States Senior Fellow

Towards Zero Foundation
United Kingdom
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